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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A method of analyzing online advertising information, the method comprising: 

receiving consumer data from client computers; 

5 creating a database based on the consumer data; 

receiving user selected values from a front end, the front end having a selection 
area with user selectable values that change depending on an initially selected value; 
and 

extracting data from the database based on the user selected values. 

10 2. The method of claim 1 wherein each of the plurality of hierarchical tables 

comprises dimensions and facts, and wherein the facts are partly from the consumer 
data. 

3. The method of claim 1 wherein the consumer data comprise a number of 
impressions of an advertisement. 

1 5 4. The method of claim 1 wherein the consumer data comprise a number of clicks 
on an advertisement. 

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the database comprises an online analytical 
processing (OLAP) database. 

6. A front end for a database, the front end comprising: 

20 a first selection area for selecting a first value from a first set of values; and 
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a second area for selecting a second value from a second set of values, the 
second set of values being automatically provided by the front end in the second 
selection area based on the first value, wherein the first and second values refer to 
values stored in a database. 

5 7. The front end of claim 6 wherein the database comprises an online analytical 
processing (OLAP) database. 

8. The front end of claim 6 wherein the first set of values are obtained from a 
hierarchy table of an online analytical processing (OLAP) database. 

9. The front end of claim 6 wherein the first set of values and the second set of 
10 values comprise dimensions of an online analytical processing (OLAP) database. 

1 0. The front end of claim 6 wherein the database comprises consumer data 
collected by a client program in a client computer. 

1 1 . The front end of claim 10 wherein the consumer data comprise a number of 
impressions of an advertisement. 

15 12. The front end of claim 1 0 wherein the consumer data comprises a number of 
mouse clicks on an advertisement. 

13. A method of generating a report, the method comprising: 

receiving a plurality of selected dimensions of a database from a front end, the 
front end having selection areas that are driven by tables of the database; 

20 determining a hierarchy table among a plurality of hierarchy tables of the 

database, the hierarchy table including all of the selected dimensions; 
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extracting data from the hierarchy table to generate extracted data; 

filtering the extracted data using filter parameters received from the front end to 
generate filtered data; and 

providing the filtered data to a client computer running the front end. 

5 14. The method of claim 13 wherein filtering the extracted data includes performing 
conditional operations on the extracted data. 

15. The method of claim 13 wherein the hierarchy table includes data obtained from 
client programs monitoring a consumer online activity. 

16. The method of claim 15 wherein the consumer online activity includes clicking on 
10 an advertisement. 

1 7. The method of claim 1 3 wherein each of the plurality of hierarchy tables contains 
at least one dimension related to online advertising. 

18. The method of claim 13 wherein the hierarchy table includes a fact relating to a 
number of impressions of an advertisement. 

15 19. The method of claim 1 3 wherein the hierarchy table includes a fact relating to a 
number of clicks on an advertisement. 

20. The method of claim 13 further comprising: 

using the filtered data to generate a report in the client computer. 
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